
617-835-5614

pappalardojon@gmail.com

j o n a t h a n  p a p p a l a r d o

j o n a t h a n p a p p a l a r d o . c o m

news & features reporter
duxbury clipper

building community through local reporting
coordinating directly with editor on assignments

2017 to present

audio specialist
95.9 watd-fm, the south shore's morning news

producing & editing audio files and podcast
keeping online resources up to date
sourcing and booking guests

2010 to present

staff writer
my kind of country

contributed wide range of music & concert editorials
formed media contacts for advanced music reviews
helped to generate 700-1000 daily hits

2011 to 2019

producer & radio host
wscs 90.9, colby-sawyer college radio

served as news director, web editor, and station manager
hosted weekly country music show & produced ad/psa clips

2006 to 2010

news editor & writer
the courier, colby-sawyer newspaper

crushed news and features pieces 
executed design layout, headlines & photo captions

2006 to 2010

on the record off the record

freelance & news copy

trailside living magazine, summer 2018
dartmouth-hitchcock medical center, summer 2015
sappi fine paper, summer & fall 2011
wbz newsradio 1030, summer 2009
wgbh radio music library archives, summer 2008

volunteer

colby-sawyer president's alumni advisory council (paac)
colby-sawyer winton-black trustee

technical skills

wordpress
microsoft word
adobe audition
cool edit pro

work sample

a selection of my greatest hits can be found on my
website

colby-sawyer college
class of 2010

b.a. communication studies

accolades 
communication studies baccalaureate award
lamda pi eta, nca honor's society

References on LinkedIn or upon request. 

http://www.jonathanpappalardo.com/
http://www.jonathanpappalardo.com/
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j o n a t h a n p a p p a l a r d o . c o m

As an experienced storyteller and audio specialist, I have an arsenal of content pieces
at my disposal from my many years of working in communications and content.

 
I invite you to explore a selection of my greatest hits–pieces that I am particularly

proud of and that I feel best represent my writing abilities.

These articles come from three primary publications: 
 

Trailside Living
Duxbury Clipper

My Kind of Country
 

If you're interested in my other work or writing, I invite you to visit
my website.

617-835-5614

pappalardojon@gmail.com

Please feel free to get in touch directly with any questions or to discuss how I
can help your publication to flourish.

http://www.jonathanpappalardo.com/
http://www.jonathanpappalardo.com/
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By Jonathan PaPPalardo 
CliPPer rePorter

Peter Zheutlin will always 
remember the day he and his 
rescue dog Albie, a golden re-
triever and yellow Labrador 
mix, visited the Grand Can-
yon. When they arrived it was 
fogged in, so he told Albie 
they would be waiting it out 
until it cleared. The weather 
went wild as the fog gave way 
to snow and hail. 

They ended up waiting 
several hours, at which point 
the Canyon revealed its sheer, 
jaw-dropping beauty. Zheut-
lin, an author and journal-
ist, recounts the experience 
in his new book, “The Dog 
Went Over the Mountain,” 
which chronicles the 9,200-
mile journey he and Albie 
took across the United States 
in spring 2018. The Duxbury 
Free Library will host him this 
Sunday at 2 p.m.  

“I had re-read John Stein-
beck’s ‘Travels with Charley’ 
and realized Albie and I had 
caught up to each other age-
wise,” Zheutlin said over the 
phone last week. “Steinbeck, 
when he did his journey, was 
58. He took off in the au-
tumn of his life. He knew he 
wouldn’t get a second chance. 
I had to go while I was young 
and healthy enough to do it.”

It took a year of figur-
ing out the logistics before he 
and Albie were on their way. 
While Zheutlin roughly fol-
lowed Steinbeck’s route, he 
did make some adjustments. 
“Steinbeck did his journey 
counterclockwise and we did 
ours clockwise,” Zheutlin 
said. “My biggest concern was 
it had to be cool for as much 
of the trip as possible. So, we 
went down south in April.”

At the time, Zheutlin was 
64 and Albie was roughly 7 
or 8. He adopted him in 2012 
when he was two or three from 
LABSvrescue in Alexandria, 
Louisiana. He ended up sur-
viving in a high kill shelter for 
five months before becoming 
their first family dog. “It was 
my wife’s idea to get a rescue 
dog,” he says. “I didn’t even 
know what a rescue dog was. 
I was picturing a St. Bernard 
rescuing people from an ava-
lanche in the Alps.”

He’s now written two of 
his eight books on the subject, 
“Rescue Road” and “Res-
cued,” both bestsellers. “Be-
fore adopting Albie, I didn’t 
realize how many people had 
rescue dogs from the south. I 
learned about over population 
and how the process works. 
Albie was found as a stray and 
ended up in a shelter. They get 
4,000 dogs a year. Ninety per-
cent don’t make it out alive.” 

They started their journey 
at home in Dover, went from 
Dickinson, Pennsylvania to 
New Orleans on backroads, 

traveled all 105 miles of Sky-
line Drive, all 469 miles of the 
Blueridge Parkway, and took 
Natchez Trace Parkway to 
Nashville. “The backroads are 
a pleasure to drive, with little 
traffic and no commercial de-

velopment,” he says. “We took 
interstates only when they 
were practical.”

For lodging, he relied 
on the website “BringFido,” 

Holiday designs at the Garden Club
Nationally accredited Master Flower Show judges Elaine 

DiGiovanni and Linda Ladd of Floral Design Holiday Spar-
kle in Belmont will be the guests at the Dec. 10 meeting of the 
Community Garden Club.

DiGiovanni and Ladd have received numerous awards 
from the Massachusetts Horticultural Society and have lec-
tured on floral design at the Horticultural Society and the 
Garden Club Federation of Massachusetts. Their designs will 
be auctioned off at the end of their presentation for the Com-
munity Garden Club.  

The meeting starts 9 a.m. with coffee and tea at the Dux-
bury Bay Maritime School. The program begins at 10 a.m. 
Meetings are open to the public for a nominal fee of $5.00. 
Everyone is welcome. 

www.chinsurance.com

24 Bay Road, Duxbury, MA 02332
Phone 781.934.6500 

Email: LRegan@chinsurance.com

Protecting the Duxbury Community for Over 52 Years

Managing your risk and
protecting your interests

 Auto Homeowners Business Life & Employee

Lougee Insurance Agency

A member of Cross Insurance

Going on the road with Albie
Author to speak at library about his, and his dog’s 
recreation of John Steinbeck’s famous tour of USA

Author Peter Zheutlin will be at the Duxbury Free Library Sunday to 
talk about new book “The Dog Went Over the Mountain.” 

Photo courtesy Ceci Ogden

Continued on page 15
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which gives recommenda-
tions on dog friendly hotels, 
B&Bs, and restaurants. They 
also stayed with family. “We 
didn’t stick to a timetable 
or agenda,” he says. “If we 
stayed in one place 7-8 days, 
I kind of felt like we were on 
the lamb. I would plan loca-
tions 3-4 days in advance and 
advance the schedule to ac-
count for weather. It was 110 
degrees when wanted to go to 
the Mojave Desert.”

One place he had to visit 
was Alexandria, so the two 
women who gave Albie his 
second chance at life could 
see him again. “The day we 
were going through, I didn’t 
know if he’d have memory of 
the place or if he would think 
I was leaving him again. He 
didn’t,” Zheutlin says. “They 
see a lot of suffering and death 
and give so much emotionally 
but never see the dogs again 
once they’ve been adopted. 
We were there one and a half 
hours.”

They visited Okemah, 
Oklahoma, the hometown of 
his hero Woodie Guthrie and 
stopped at the Silver Creek 
Store in Ketchum, Idaho, 
where Ernest Hemingway 

bought all his hunting gear. “It 
was in Santa Fe I realized we 
weren’t on the same trip. We 
saw a spectacular moonrise 
in the high desert under clear 
skies. I couldn’t get Albie to 
turn around and look at it. In 
that moment I realized he’s 
not going to remember the trip 
like I do,” Zheutlin observes. 
“He was more interested in 
the new smells everywhere 
and squirrels. It really made 
me wonder if it was fair of me 
to take him away from where 
he was comfortable for six 
weeks or more. It was more 
interesting for me than it was 
for him. He won’t be able, in a 
few years, to go back and look 
at pictures from the trip like I 
can.”

Albie, who is older now, 
has arthritis, and is less mo-
bile, has taught Zheutlin the 
virtue of patience. “I’m grate-
ful fate brought us together. I 
never realized how intensely 
tight a bond can be with a dog. 
I didn’t appreciate it all those 
years when I resisted getting a 
dog.” 

Zheutlin’s journey came 
full-circle when he contacted 
the John Steinbeck Center in 
Salinas, California to see if he 
could stop there on his book 
tour, which kicked off offi-

cially in September. Instead, 
they invited him to give his 
presentation during the 38th 
annual John Steinbeck Festi-
val this past August. “It was 
humbling and such an honor 
to be asked,” he says. “I think 
about what Steinbeck would 

say about my book. He would 
say, ‘nice try kid.’ I can’t hold 
a candle to a writer like him. 
He’s a Nobel Laureate.” 

Advanced registration is 
required for the event, which 
is a part of the Sunday Salon 
Series at DFL. Information on 

how to register is available on 
their website. As for the pre-
sentation itself, Zheutlin says 
it’s very informal. “It’s not just 
me talking. It’s illustrated and 
the images are fun to look at. 
People enjoy it.” 

Author brings his rescue dog on recreation of 
John Steinbeck’s famous tour of America

Continued from page 4

Sometimes Less is More!
We are pleased to announce that commissions for stock 
trades and ETF trades are now free on the institutional 
platforms at our national discount brokers.  Many studies 
show one of the best ways to improve your portfolio’s rate  
of return is to reduce investment 
costs.  We’re doing our part!   

Call us today at 508-830-4778  
for a free side by side fee 
comparison.

www.1620ia.com

16201620
Cordage Park • Plymouth, MA • (508) 830-4778 

Susan Rourke, CFA • Todd Johnston, MS Finance • Bill Benjes, Jr., CFA 

Managing Client’s  
assets the right way  
for over 20 years.

1620 Investment Advisors ANNIVERSARY

20  20  

SUZANNE STEVENS  l  339-222-2133  l  suzanne.stevens@nemoves.com

SPECTACULAR WATER VIEWS
STANDISH SHORES

COLDWELL BANKER

56 CRESCENT STREET

5 BR/ 4.5 BTHS/4600 Sq Ft
Newly Updated Kitchen

Broker Tour
Fri., November 22, 11-1

Open House
Sat, November  23, 12-2
Sun, November 24, 12-2
Sat, November 30, 12-2

Holly DaysSun, December 1, 1-4 Holly Days

2,595,000



By Matthew Nadler 
Clipper editor

This Saturday night at the 
Senior Center, Black Tie Bin-
go returns.

There’ll be tuxedos, appe-
tizers, a cash bar and even the 
Town Moderator calling out 
bingo numbers instead of war-
rant articles. For a $50 ticket, 
guests will have a chance to 

win prizes and tour the Senior 
Center’s new addition. 

But there’s a whole lot 
more going on behind the fun.

Black Tie Bingo might 
simply be a night out for those 
in attendance, but it means so 
much more for some Duxbury 
residents, those who can’t af-
ford a ticket or a tux rental.

Last year, the event raised 

$16,000 for the Duxbury In-
terfaith Council, which in turn 
distributes it to those who find 
themselves in need. Because 
even in a town where the an-
nual per capita household in-
come nears $124,000, there 
are those struggling to make 
ends meet.

By Matthew Nadler 
Clipper editor 

Town officials have set 
aside, for now, a proposal to 
take the Duxbury Police De-
partment out of civil service.

The proposal had received 
fierce opposition from the 
Duxbury Police Union, which 
sent a strongly worded letter 
to town officials protesting the 
idea. Word of the proposal got 
around town when the letter 
appeared in Duxbury interest 

groups on Facebook. 
While a warrant article 

was considered for the upcom-
ing Annual Town Meeting, it 
was withdrawn, Town Man-
ager Rene Read said. Read 
told the Finance Committee 
at their Tuesday meeting last 
week that was because con-
tract negotiations are ongoing 
with the patrolmen’s union. 
“We don’t want to muddy the 
waters.” He distributed copies 

By JoNathaN pappalardo 
Clipper reporter 

Duxbury native Edwin 
Hill was on a family camp-
ing trip when he had an 
epiphany. 

They were stopped at 
a gas station when his par-
ents picked him up a copy 

of “7 Dials Mystery” by Ag-
atha Christie. At the time, 
in 1982, he was making the 
transition from a child reader 
to an adolescent reader and 
enjoyed the book so much 
he read it five times in the 
backseat of the car. “I loved 
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Instructor Ben Anderson holds the attention of his students. They were at the Bog in Kingston as part 
of a skating program offered by the Duxbury Recreation Department. See more photos on page 12.

Photo by Deni Johnson

Bingo can keep the heat on
Annual event benefits DIC outreach programs

Civil service 
switch off
Read cites contract negotiations 
with police officers as reason

Mystery man
Duxbury native Edwin Hill 
returns to talk about first novel
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the characters and the setting. 
It was set in the 20s, which is 
very exciting,” he said. “I fin-
ished the book and thought, 
this is exactly what I want to 
do with my life.”

35 years later, he’s made 
that realization a reality. Last 
August, Kensington Publish-
ing released his debut novel 
“Little Comfort,” the first book 
in his Hester Thursby mystery 
series, which he spoke about 
Jan. 15 at the Duxbury Se-
nior Center. Hill describes 
Thursby as a fiercely inde-
pendent 36-year-old reference 
librarian who lives in a tiny 
apartment on the third floor 
of a three-apartment house in 
Somerville’s Union Square. 
She shares the house with her 
partner Morgan, a veterinarian 
who lives just below her, and 
their dog Waffles. 

The book begins when 
Morgan’s twin-sister Daphne, 
who leaves them with sole 
custody of her three-year-old 
child, upends Thursby’s life. 
Hill goes on to detail a vi-
cious murder and in addition 
to Somerville, explores Bea-
con Hill and the child foster 
system in New Hampshire. 
Hill said one of the book’s 
main ideas is making peace 
with unexpected moments in 
life and he uses Thursby to ex-
plore themes of loneliness and 
isolation. 

While he characterizes 
loneliness as one of the “emo-

tions of being human,” he said 
he doesn’t necessary consider 
himself lonely. Hill grew up in 
Duxbury in the 1970s, a time 
when the town was more rural 
and children had more free-
dom. He spent a lot of time in 
the woods exploring the 40-a-
cre estate behind his property; 
a place he used to pretend was 
his own. Hill, who also had a 
tree house, describes himself 
as a solitary kid often buried 
in the stack of books he would 
check out of the library each 
week. 

He said his parents were 
very careful to take him and his 
sister Christine on month-long 
family camping trips where 
they got to see the world. Once 

he discovered the world of 
Agatha Christie, he spent the 
next two to three years read-
ing all her books in succession 
and in eighth grade he wrote 
mysteries he describes as “ter-
rible, terrible.” He went on to 
Wesleyan University where he 
graduated with a Bachelor’s 
degree in American Studies in 
1993. 

From there he went out 
west, where he lived in San 
Francisco and worked for a 
time in the liberal arts school 
of a for-profit university 
where the head of the school 
was the former mistress of 
the chairman of the board and 
the school’s president was 
the chairman of the board’s 
daughter.

Hill came home in 2000 
to earn his Master’s of Fine 
Arts in creative writing, which 
he did in 2002, from Emerson 
College. Since he has always 
loved reading crime novels, 
he wanted to get his M.F.A. 
as a crime writer. This was at 
a time when it was common-

place to focus on literary fic-
tion. Hill said he spent his time 
at Emerson “trying to sort of 
like jimmy this idea of crime 
fiction into literary fiction.” 

He wrote his first book, 
which he describes as a “mash 
up of genres” in 2003 and 
2004, found an agent who 
shopped it around New York, 
and was rebuffed by the indus-
try. Hill called the defeat “dis-
couraging” and he “gave up 
on writing for a little while.” 
To fill the void he got a job 
in publishing, the industry he 
still works in today. 

Hill’s routine changed in 
the summer of 2008, when 
Christian Gerhartsreither, 
the man who claimed to be a 

Rockefeller, became a media 
sensation. “I loved that story,” 
said Hill. “I thought, ‘wow, 
this would be a great jumping 
off point for a novel.’”

He sat down at his comput-
er, wrote a two-page scene and 
never knew what to do with it. 
He switched jobs in 2010, ne-
gotiated a month off to write, 
used the scene as a jumping 
off point, and two weeks in, 
created Thursby. Hill wrote 
the novel through 2014, at 
which point he sent out query 
letters and got an agent within 
a month. His agent shipped the 
book around New York and it, 
too, got rejected everywhere. 

“I thought to myself I 
could either look at this like 
I did before, and sort of give 
up or get discouraged, or I 
could just look at this and say, 
‘how am I going to solve this 
problem?” Hill said. “Because 
writing as we all know, is just 
solving a series of problems.”

Hill studied his rejection 
letters and realized the story 
was too complicated, so he 
pulled the novel in 2015, spent 
a year revising it, sent it back 
to his agent, and it sold within 
months. “Not everyone likes 
this, but what I like about this 
novel is it takes the antagonist 
in the story and gives them a 
voice and also gives them hu-
manity,” Hill said. “I tried re-
ally hard to make it something 
at the end of the novel, even 
though the antagonist do ter-
rible things, hopefully you 
have some sympathy for them. 
I truly believe that all people, 
even when they make terrible 
decisions are good at their 
very core.” 

He received a two-book 
deal with Kensington, who will 
publish “The Missing Ones,” 
his second Thursby mystery, 
this August, and a third Thurs-
by mystery in Sept. 2020. Hill 
also has a Hollywood agent, 
and while he hasn’t received 
any bites yet, he could see his 
books as a Netflix series, with 
each book comprising a sea-
son. 

When he’s not focusing 
on his books, Hill is the vice 
president and editorial director 
for academic publisher Brad-
ford/St. Martin’s and he also 
reviews books anonymously 
for trade publications. In his 
free time, Hill, who lives in 
Roslindale but often returns 
home to Duxbury, can often be 
seen with his two-and-a-half-
year-old yellow lab Edith Ann, 
who is named for Lily Tom-
lin’s character from “Rowan 
and Martin’s Laugh-In.” 

Now that Hill has fulfilled 
the vision he had when he 
discovered Agatha Christie, 
he has some advice for those 
looking to go down a similar 
path. “Find people who are 
trying to do the same thing as 
you. Find people who have 
had some professional success 
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Duxbury native Edwin Hill returns to 
talk about his new mystery novel

Continued from page 1

Edwin Hill.
Photo courtesy Thomas Bollinger

Patsy Bruce requested an inscription from author Edwin Hill after his 
talk at the Duxbury Senior Center. Photo by Julius A. Prince, Jr.

and chances are they’ll help 
you. Everyone needs encour-
agement and you need to find 
the people who will give you 
that encouragement.”  
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By Jonathan PaPPalardo 
CliPPer ContriButor

Improvisational comedy, 
according to Duxbury resident 
and improv mastermind Norm 
Laviolette, is “the art of lis-
tening, accepting and moving 
ideas forward.” The dispens-
ing of ideas is center stage in 
his world, one in which he has 
turned thinking on his feet into 
an art form.

Laviolette is the co-found-
er of the Improv Asylum, a 
comedy theater featuring im-
provisation and sketch com-
edy on Hanover Street in the 
North End of Boston. On Sat-
urday, the troupe came to Dux-
bury for the third annual DEF 
Presents...Improv Asylum, a 
fundraiser to support the Dux-
bury Education Foundation’s 
efforts to fund innovative pro-
grams in Duxbury schools. 

The event, held last Sat-
urday at the Performing Arts 
Center consisted of a kid-
friendly performance in the 
evening and a show for teens 
and adults at night. 

“The style of the show 
is very conversational,” said 
Laviolette. “We talk a lot with 
the audience, tell stories and 
improvise off of all that. It’s 
impressive to watch these ac-
tors. The musical improvisers 
are super funny. It’s impres-
sive to watch them knowing 
they’re working without a 
script.” 

“The idea is not to re-
peat what has worked in the 
past,” he added. “Each show 
is unique. It’s impossible for 
us to do the exact same show 
again.” 

During the family-friendly 
performance, the kid attendees 
have opportunities to join in 
the fun on stage. Although the 
main difference between the 
shows is the demographic of 
the audience, Laviolette says 
age is not a factor for overall 

enjoyment.
“We have fun and laugh 

no matter the rating,” he said. 
“It doesn’t matter if the show 
is G, PG or even X-rated.” 

With the Improv Asylum 
turning 20 this summer, it 
would be easy to assume Lavi-
olette has dabbled in comedy 
since he was a child. If you 
ask him if he was a theater kid 
he will respond, “Hell, no. I 

wasn’t smart or disciplined.” 
His passion for improv be-

gan at UMass Amherst, where 
he was an active member of the 
school’s comedy troupe Mis-
sion IMPROVable. Laviolette 
also hosted Beyond The Norm, 
which he refers to as “terrible 
campus TV.” Fresh out of col-
lege he accepted a marketing 
job in New York City, a po-
sition where he found great 
success and the possibility of 
a promotion. Still, he knew it 
was not his right career track 
and he said that he felt if he 

stayed, “it wouldn’t allow me 
to pursue the thing that I love, 
which is comedy.” 

His passion led him home 
to Boston where, in the mid-
1990s, the comedy scene was 
desolate. He eventually found 
work as a member of Rock 
Hard Improv, located at the 
old Clarendon Street location 
of the Hard Rock Café. When 
he and his partners lost their 
performance space it led to the 
creation of the Improv Asy-
lum. Inspiration, said Lavio-
lette, came from the Midwest.

“Improv was huge in Chi-
cago with Second City,” he 
said. “I was young and dumb 
enough to create a similar 

thing in Boston.” 
Performances at the Im-

prov Asylum have run six 
nights a week since inception.

“They are fully impro-
vised,” he explained. “It’s a 
job where it pays not to be pre-
pared. It’s all improv, made up 
on the spot.”

The success of the Improv 
Asylum has afforded the com-
pany the opportunity to grow 
exponentially.

“We now own a venue in 
the Seaport, Laugh Boston 
Comedy Club,” said Lavio-
lette. “And we perform shows 
all across the country.” 

Those cross-country 
shows include the annual DEF 
fundraiser in Duxbury. The 
partnership flourished through 
his wife, a former DEF trustee. 

With two children in the Dux-
bury school system, Lavio-
lette said he knows first hand 
the important work the DEF 
is doing for education here in 
town.

“DEF is a community that 
supports many things, like 
arts, music and science,” said 
Laviolette. 

He likens the DEF’s work, 
which fosters a wide spectrum 
of opportunities for students 
of varying interests, to the art 
of improv. 

“It draws everybody,” 
Laviolette said proudly. “Im-
prov is an inclusive atmo-
sphere for athletes, theater 
kids and even shy kids who 
feel they don’t fit in anywhere 
else.”

Duxbury Water 
Dept. flushing the 
system this week

The Duxbury Water De-
partment began flushing the 
water distribution system on 
April 10. 

This activity may cause 
varying degrees of discol-
ored water and pressure 
fluctuations. Users should 
check both the hot and cold 
water before use especially 
for laundering purposes. All 
supplies will be chlorinated 
during the flushing opera-
tion. 

The flushing of water 
mains is a necessary func-
tion to improve the water 
quality to all of our custom-
ers. If you have any ques-
tions or concerns, please 
call the Water Department 
at 781-934-1100, ext. 5520 
or 5521.
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Founder of Improv Asylum brings comedy to life at Saturday’s DEF fundraiser
The Clipper visits Norm Laviolette

Duxbury resident Norm Laviolette (left) with his Improv troupe 
members Jeremy Brothers, Ceara O’Sullivan, Pat Parhiala and Kiley 
Fitzgerald.

“The idea is not to repeat 
what has worked in the 
past,” Norm Laviolette 

said. “Each show is 
unique. It’s impossible for 
us to do the exact same 

show again.”
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